A BOOK
THAT
CHA NGED
M Y LIFE
By Carlo Ciccomascolo

This book changed m y
life because it m a d e m e
realize h o w m u c h
politics and c h a r i s m a
a r e important to rule
and to m a n a g e
people

A milestone in Italian
literature and a
symbol of the
Florentine
Renaissance

Il Principe is an e x t r e m e l y
m o d e r n political treatise f o r
his time

It contains
numerous
philosophical
maxims

“Ognuno v e d e quel
che tu pari pochi
sentono quel che tu
sei“
"Everyone sees w h a t y o u
a p p e a r to be, f e w e x p e r ienc e
w h a t y o u really are."

IL FU MATTIA PASCAL

"Il fu Mattia Pascal" is the most famous
novel by Luigi Pirandello, one of the
greatest Italian authors, initially published
in instalments in the magazine "Nuova
Antologia" in 1904, and later in a single
volume.

why I have chosen
this book

The protagonist of the story is a
fictional character, Mattia Pascal,
who leads a life
tormented by
obstacles and insecurities.
The novel induces reflection on many
issues we often ignore or underestimate
and thus it helps the reader grow more
mature.
I have chosen this book because it deals
with different themes regarding human
weaknesses,
for instance mental
alienation, disorientation in the world
and irrelevance of the human being.

A book that changed my life: The Art of
Being Fragile by Alessandro D’Avenia
IN THIS BOOK, THE AUTHOR TALKS
WITH THE FAMOUS ITALIAN POET
GIACOMO LEOPARDI ABOUT LIFE.
THERE ARE A LOT OF IMPORTANT
THEMES
LIKE
FEAR
OF
LONELINESS, SOCIETY AND LOVE.
SOCIETY
IN
THIS
NOVEL
IS
EXTREMELY HECTIC AND KEEPING
UP IS TERRIBLY DIFFICULT. FOR
THIS REASON WE CAN ALLOW
OURSELVES TO BE FRAGILE, AT
LEAST FROM TIME TO TIME.

Why is this book important for me?
The pages of this book helped
me to know myself and to
better understand society. The
contact with a famous poet like
Leopardi brought me closer to
literature. I loved it!

Cristo si è fermato a
Eboli / Christ

Stopped at Eboli
by Carlo Levi

A book that changed my mind
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• The novel is set in the Lucanian
countryside, towards the end of the
Second World War. Levi tells of his
encounter with the people of the
South, abandoned by history, in a
world of poverty and fatigue. The
author takes the side of peasants with
the will to denounce these conditions.
But first he wants to describe this
world and civilization made of human
values as well as ignorance.

I first read it in the junior secondary
school (because books that change your
life are then reread), I was therefore 13
years old. My Italian teacher asked the
class to choose a book each month and
to summarize it. I remember that all my
classmates almost always chose
historical novels, such as Ivanhoe and
Robin Hood. Then one day in the library,
I don't remember exactly how it
happened, I took «Cristo si è fermato
a Eboli». It immediately seemed a
different book. I found it was written in a
certain, peculiar way. How wonderful
and powerful it was to be able to use
words, phrases, pauses, full stops in this
way… And I wanted, for the first time, to
be able to do it, too.

Emilio Salgari
Emilio Salgari was an Italian writer, born in Verona, who is remembered above
all for having created the adventure sagas of the Indo-Malay cycle (whose
most famous character, Sandokan, is the protagonist).
Despite the fact that his books are set in Malaysia, he spent his life in Italy.
This makes the realism of his book environments even more incredible, born
exclusively from his imagination.

The tigers of M ompracem
"The Tigers of Mompracem" is the first book of this saga
which tells the adventures of the pirate Sandokan, in
search of revenge for the injustices suffered by his
family, as he is the only survivor.
Sandokan is aided by his companion Yanez and by
the crew of his pirates, called "tigers".

During his adventures he falls in
love with a girl, Marianna,
also called "labuan pearl", and
does everything to reach her.

Wh y is this book so
importaNt to me?

Salgari's narrative technique
allows you to immerse yourself
perfectly in the story, as if you
were experiencing the
adventures in person.
For this reason I love his
books.
They "drag" you out of your
reality, into that of Sandokan
and his world through a fluent,
simple and descriptive reading.

A BOOK THAT
CHANGED MY LIFE

by Marta Fiore

MARGHERITA
DOLCEVITA
This is literally the book of my life. It tells about a
young girl who has self-esteem problems because
of her body. The main character’s name is
Margherita. She lives with her family and has an
imaginary friend, a little girl of dust. One day, new
neighbours arrive. They are a weird family,
because they're the opposite of Margherita's
family. They're passionate about technology and
everything that is new. Margherita decides to
investigate these people because she thinks they
plan something bad.

I read this book in a difficult moment
of my life. It helped me to escape
reality and everything that was
happening in those days. When I read
it again, I felt complete and I
understood it even better.
I see myself in the character of
Margherita: she has a positive approach
to life, she's always happy and she
doesn’t overthink problems. She's
stubborn, too. In the book she is 15
years old and she's smart enough to
understand that something wasn't right
with the other family.

My favourite author
His name is Stefano Benni and he's 75 years old. He's a
writer, a journalist, a comedian, a screenwriter and a
playwright. His novels contain, within imaginary worlds and
situations, a strong satire of Italian society over the last few
decades. He likes putting together different words to create
neologisms; he has a language of his own.

